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Onshore eyesores that come with o0shore wind farms to be
shrunk

Plan to reduce unsightly infrastructure such as cables, substations and pylons in
government push to get coastal communities onside

By Emma Gatten, ENVIRONMENT EDITOR

25 April 2022 • 9:00pm
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O9shore wind farms will have less onshore infrastructure as part of a government push
to get coastal communities onside and turn the UK into an exporter of renewable
electricity.

Currently, every o9shore farm requires its own connections to the grid via cables,
substations and pylons, causing concern among nearby residents who argue that these
spoil the landscape.

The Government now wants to enable more wind farms to connect to each other,
reducing the number of onshore connections by around 30 per cent.

Up to 2,000 new wind farms could be needed – the majority o9shore – to hit the target
of quadrupling o9shore wind in the next eight years and turning the electricity grid
"clean" by 2035.

The plans are also the Jrst step in allowing the UK to export its excess wind power and
import more when needed.
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Two former energy secretaries have previously called for compensation to be paid to
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coastal communities that have to host o9shore wind infrastructure.

Andrea Leadsom and Amber Rudd warned that there was "a signiJcant risk" of local
backlash to onshore infrastructure that could derail the development of o9shore wind.

Last February, the Government lost a High Court challenge against the approval of one
of the world's largest wind farms o9 the coast of Norfolk.

The case had been brought by a local resident worried about the impact on the
landscape of planned underground cables. The judge said the Government had failed to
consider the  "cumulative impacts" of the development.

Meanwhile, campaign group Su9olk Energy Action Solutions is considering applying
for a judicial review of the development of a substation near the medieval village of
Friston, which it says will be three times the size of Wembley Stadium.

Speaking about the proposed changes, Greg Hands, the energy minister, said: "We
recognise that there is currently a growing impact on the coastal communities that host
o9shore wind infrastructure. As we power up our plans to become more independent,
with growing supply of clean energy, we need to minimise local impacts.

"With the potential for huge savings, multi-purpose interconnectors could ease
o9shore wind development by establishing a future generation of o9shore connection
hubs.

"I look forward to working with the independent regulator Ofgem as we explore
allowing clusters of o9shore wind farms to connect all in one, and directly into
electricity interconnectors which could also enable Britain to sell excess clean energy
to other countries."
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However, countryside groups said the plans would not go far enough to allay concerns
over the impact of o9shore infrastructure.

"Developing a new network of connection hubs and substations o9shore wherever
possible is a thoughtful policy that is likely to generate public support," Tom Fyans, the
director of campaigns and policy at the countryside charity CPRE said.

"But new onshore transmission routes, such as the new pylon line from Norwich to
Tilbury, announced last week by National Grid, should be buried underground if they
are to also gain community consent."

Fiona Gilmore, who founded Su9olk Energy Action Solutions, said the plans were "very
ill-conceived", adding: "We want to see o9shore integration at sea using the latest
technology, carrying energy to an o9shore platform which takes it to a brownJeld site."



26/04/2022, 10)05Onshore eyesores that come with offshore wind farms to be shrunk

Page 5 of 9https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/2022/04/25/onshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk/

News Headlines
News stories personally picked just for you

The Telegraph values your comments but kindly requests all posts are on topic, constructive and
respectful. Please review our commenting policy.

Show comments

More stories

Sign up

Related Topics

Wind power, Renewable energy, Andrea Leadsom, Amber Rudd, Norfolk, Suffolk

6

Rishi Sunak is on board with plans to make ‘Thank Holiday’ permanent

Emmanuel Macron’s victory in France is a last hurrah for the failing EU project

Jacob Rees-Mogg warns over 'huge cost' of net zero drive

‘In Russia, brutality is part of everyday life’: meet Face, the rapper exiled by Putin

TalkTV review: Piers Morgan showed his showbiz class as he took on Donald

Trump

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/commenting-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/wind-power/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/renewable-energy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/andrea-leadsom/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/amber-rudd/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/norfolk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/suffolk/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fenvironment%2F2022%2F04%2F25%2Fonshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk%2F&text=Onshore+eyesores+that+come+with+offshore+wind+farms+to+be+shrunk
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fenvironment%2F2022%2F04%2F25%2Fonshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk%2F
https://wa.me/?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fenvironment%2F2022%2F04%2F25%2Fonshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk%2F
mailto:?to=&subject=Onshore+eyesores+that+come+with+offshore+wind+farms+to+be+shrunk&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.telegraph.co.uk%2Fenvironment%2F2022%2F04%2F25%2Fonshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk%2F
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2022/04/25/rishi-sunak-board-plans-make-thank-holiday-permanent/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/04/25/emmanuel-macrons-victory-france-last-hurrah-failing-eu-project/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/04/25/net-zero-drive-hold-back-plans-post-brexit-bonfire-red-tape/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/music/artists/russia-brutality-part-everyday-life-meet-face-rapper-exiled/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/tv/0/talktv-review-piers-morgan-showed-showbiz-class-took-donald/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr


26/04/2022, 10)05Onshore eyesores that come with offshore wind farms to be shrunk

Page 6 of 9https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/2022/04/25/onshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk/

The age of the overpriced takeaway is nearing an end

More from Environment

Sustainable travel: 26 ways to be environmentally friendly

and still see the world

22 Apr 2022, 10:44am

Net zero strategy: The key policies in the Government's

ambitious plan to be more sustainable

22 Apr 2022, 7:05am

Ban new boiler sales to switch people over to heat pumps,

says infrastructure tsar

16 Apr 2022, 7:00pm

Water companies could be forced to reveal how many

otters they killed with raw sewage

16 Apr 2022, 5:00pm

Devices to stop drivers speeding could be mandatory in all

By Juliet Kinsman

By Emma Gatten

By Emma Gatten

By Tony Diver

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/04/26/age-overpriced-takeaway-nearing-end/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-rhr
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/advice/sustainable-travel-26-ways-environmentally-friendly-still-see/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/0/net-zero-strategy-2030-cop26-government-policies-earth-day-2022/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/04/16/ban-new-boiler-sales-switch-people-heat-pumps-says-infrastructure/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/politics/2022/04/16/water-companies-could-forced-reveal-many-otters-killed-raw-sewage/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/04/15/eu-style-devices-stop-drivers-speeding-may-fitted-new-cars/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/j/ju-jz/juliet-kinsman/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/e/ek-eo/emma-gatten/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/e/ek-eo/emma-gatten/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/t/tk-to/tony-diver/


26/04/2022, 10)05Onshore eyesores that come with offshore wind farms to be shrunk

Page 7 of 9https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/2022/04/25/onshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk/

More from The Telegraph

new cars

15 Apr 2022, 10:00pm

How climate change is complicating Zimbabwe’s Ught

against malaria

15 Apr 2022, 8:00am

'Shambolic' passport delays mean millions could lose out

on summer holidays

Twitter locks down to stop staV ‘going rogue’ over Elon

Musk takeover – live updates

How China got its Covid policy wrong as millions shunned

homegrown vaccine

Phil Mickelson stuns golUng world by joining rebels in

Saudi opener

By Emma Gatten

By Andrew Mambondiyani

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/04/15/eu-style-devices-stop-drivers-speeding-may-fitted-new-cars/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/climate-change-complicating-zimbabwes-fight-against-malaria/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/04/26/shambolic-passport-delays-mean-millions-could-lose-summer-holidays/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/04/26/markets-live-latest-coronavirus-news-pound-euro-ftse-1008/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/04/26/china-got-covid-policy-wrong-millions-shunned-homegrown-vaccine/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/golf/2022/04/25/sergio-garcia-ready-risk-ryder-cup-exile-signing-saudi-rebel/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/e/ek-eo/emma-gatten/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/authors/a/ak-ao/andrew-mambondiyani/


26/04/2022, 10)05Onshore eyesores that come with offshore wind farms to be shrunk

Page 8 of 9https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/2022/04/25/onshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk/

Never Be Without Power Again
Protect your home and your business. Lear more

Pramac

Working from home renders £18m council headquarters a

white elephant

‘No evidence’ of sustained hit to UK exports to EU since

Brexit trade deal

Follow us on:

Back to top  

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C35pHr7VnYuDzGs6czAajtJLADNLJkpdkz4y95JcN47Pz_QgQASD6jJ0dYLvmvYPQCqABxLWT9wLIAQmpAv_KGGZY_7E-4AIAqAMByAMKqgTDAk_QfEuNTMqt1E0ahdQzrUKoNv6uhneu5L9wXJl-RPEJYl8QgPky8te1XsiYR4r-lYfltjGg4JqJAkcpfvx0HOnCMiHH6_ue7F86XGNb82IF1JPLNNuIplh7sGwPb16KDCzRxIdRM-4bT2ZcnCie5se8s0jS1yKJs2923zEJLHoaQRqFajsFm10MVRbXExsQSUKT8ca8QSSbTMpmEmROyjrfJCw_Ggfq-HebGjNIsGFkvrMX6IPxGTLSQpDjZeTYlqt5qR2nPRQ452MiVY-VXg0FELfHHIC1fB0hshCG6Y9dQkDoCtQU6967QmNs0N11YrLwm7A7L3JggwTCs1GPDFvltkDTfcDDt8PGq0vKMzLFGmo3CB7hQ934k2nfvqXCYDEuneLMl6s7oba3oZHDKrOyXjRch4vwcsEvHbFIBPu9VwokwAT-48C-uAPgBAGgBi6AB6TK7IgBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggJCIDhgHgQARhdsQlgVGcb3uSy4oAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAbgTiCfYEw2IFATQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASggHkaJQI77lZ6o8JpTxRjHfkbPH94-RKjqAjtoxqakeFvdUodZzLG-liQiahL_Ear_fKdIk7acMDFlQHg3hrM3HSvJlSDYBtLgtcePije_4wNvka_Zu3c8h0dLtYlbhCJKfIs1Dbamo9IKEaYCcg82gCDxSwklySa_spv3ZhR8amoGCV&sig=AOD64_0zeVC6nRHMhz4Pf4eWrQpWYA1Z7g&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nb=9&adurl=https://nomoreblackout.com/en/consumer-landing/%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DSempre-Energia-Consumer-Display-prodotto%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIoIex4K-x9wIVTg7TCh0jmgTIEAEYASAAEgKuGPD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C35pHr7VnYuDzGs6czAajtJLADNLJkpdkz4y95JcN47Pz_QgQASD6jJ0dYLvmvYPQCqABxLWT9wLIAQmpAv_KGGZY_7E-4AIAqAMByAMKqgTDAk_QfEuNTMqt1E0ahdQzrUKoNv6uhneu5L9wXJl-RPEJYl8QgPky8te1XsiYR4r-lYfltjGg4JqJAkcpfvx0HOnCMiHH6_ue7F86XGNb82IF1JPLNNuIplh7sGwPb16KDCzRxIdRM-4bT2ZcnCie5se8s0jS1yKJs2923zEJLHoaQRqFajsFm10MVRbXExsQSUKT8ca8QSSbTMpmEmROyjrfJCw_Ggfq-HebGjNIsGFkvrMX6IPxGTLSQpDjZeTYlqt5qR2nPRQ452MiVY-VXg0FELfHHIC1fB0hshCG6Y9dQkDoCtQU6967QmNs0N11YrLwm7A7L3JggwTCs1GPDFvltkDTfcDDt8PGq0vKMzLFGmo3CB7hQ934k2nfvqXCYDEuneLMl6s7oba3oZHDKrOyXjRch4vwcsEvHbFIBPu9VwokwAT-48C-uAPgBAGgBi6AB6TK7IgBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggJCIDhgHgQARhdsQlgVGcb3uSy4oAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAbgTiCfYEw2IFATQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASggHkaJQI77lZ6o8JpTxRjHfkbPH94-RKjqAjtoxqakeFvdUodZzLG-liQiahL_Ear_fKdIk7acMDFlQHg3hrM3HSvJlSDYBtLgtcePije_4wNvka_Zu3c8h0dLtYlbhCJKfIs1Dbamo9IKEaYCcg82gCDxSwklySa_spv3ZhR8amoGCV&sig=AOD64_0zeVC6nRHMhz4Pf4eWrQpWYA1Z7g&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nb=0&adurl=https://nomoreblackout.com/en/consumer-landing/%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DSempre-Energia-Consumer-Display-prodotto%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIoIex4K-x9wIVTg7TCh0jmgTIEAEYASAAEgKuGPD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C35pHr7VnYuDzGs6czAajtJLADNLJkpdkz4y95JcN47Pz_QgQASD6jJ0dYLvmvYPQCqABxLWT9wLIAQmpAv_KGGZY_7E-4AIAqAMByAMKqgTDAk_QfEuNTMqt1E0ahdQzrUKoNv6uhneu5L9wXJl-RPEJYl8QgPky8te1XsiYR4r-lYfltjGg4JqJAkcpfvx0HOnCMiHH6_ue7F86XGNb82IF1JPLNNuIplh7sGwPb16KDCzRxIdRM-4bT2ZcnCie5se8s0jS1yKJs2923zEJLHoaQRqFajsFm10MVRbXExsQSUKT8ca8QSSbTMpmEmROyjrfJCw_Ggfq-HebGjNIsGFkvrMX6IPxGTLSQpDjZeTYlqt5qR2nPRQ452MiVY-VXg0FELfHHIC1fB0hshCG6Y9dQkDoCtQU6967QmNs0N11YrLwm7A7L3JggwTCs1GPDFvltkDTfcDDt8PGq0vKMzLFGmo3CB7hQ934k2nfvqXCYDEuneLMl6s7oba3oZHDKrOyXjRch4vwcsEvHbFIBPu9VwokwAT-48C-uAPgBAGgBi6AB6TK7IgBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggJCIDhgHgQARhdsQlgVGcb3uSy4oAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAbgTiCfYEw2IFATQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASggHkaJQI77lZ6o8JpTxRjHfkbPH94-RKjqAjtoxqakeFvdUodZzLG-liQiahL_Ear_fKdIk7acMDFlQHg3hrM3HSvJlSDYBtLgtcePije_4wNvka_Zu3c8h0dLtYlbhCJKfIs1Dbamo9IKEaYCcg82gCDxSwklySa_spv3ZhR8amoGCV&sig=AOD64_0zeVC6nRHMhz4Pf4eWrQpWYA1Z7g&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nb=7&adurl=https://nomoreblackout.com/en/consumer-landing/%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DSempre-Energia-Consumer-Display-prodotto%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIoIex4K-x9wIVTg7TCh0jmgTIEAEYASAAEgKuGPD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C35pHr7VnYuDzGs6czAajtJLADNLJkpdkz4y95JcN47Pz_QgQASD6jJ0dYLvmvYPQCqABxLWT9wLIAQmpAv_KGGZY_7E-4AIAqAMByAMKqgTDAk_QfEuNTMqt1E0ahdQzrUKoNv6uhneu5L9wXJl-RPEJYl8QgPky8te1XsiYR4r-lYfltjGg4JqJAkcpfvx0HOnCMiHH6_ue7F86XGNb82IF1JPLNNuIplh7sGwPb16KDCzRxIdRM-4bT2ZcnCie5se8s0jS1yKJs2923zEJLHoaQRqFajsFm10MVRbXExsQSUKT8ca8QSSbTMpmEmROyjrfJCw_Ggfq-HebGjNIsGFkvrMX6IPxGTLSQpDjZeTYlqt5qR2nPRQ452MiVY-VXg0FELfHHIC1fB0hshCG6Y9dQkDoCtQU6967QmNs0N11YrLwm7A7L3JggwTCs1GPDFvltkDTfcDDt8PGq0vKMzLFGmo3CB7hQ934k2nfvqXCYDEuneLMl6s7oba3oZHDKrOyXjRch4vwcsEvHbFIBPu9VwokwAT-48C-uAPgBAGgBi6AB6TK7IgBqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAffn7EC2AcA0ggJCIDhgHgQARhdsQlgVGcb3uSy4oAKA5gLAcgLAYAMAbgMAbgTiCfYEw2IFATQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwE&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAASggHkaJQI77lZ6o8JpTxRjHfkbPH94-RKjqAjtoxqakeFvdUodZzLG-liQiahL_Ear_fKdIk7acMDFlQHg3hrM3HSvJlSDYBtLgtcePije_4wNvka_Zu3c8h0dLtYlbhCJKfIs1Dbamo9IKEaYCcg82gCDxSwklySa_spv3ZhR8amoGCV&sig=AOD64_0zeVC6nRHMhz4Pf4eWrQpWYA1Z7g&client=ca-pub-5041804953714966&nb=1&adurl=https://nomoreblackout.com/en/consumer-landing/%3Futm_source%3DGoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DSempre-Energia-Consumer-Display-prodotto%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIoIex4K-x9wIVTg7TCh0jmgTIEAEYASAAEgKuGPD_BwE
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/04/25/working-home-could-render-18m-council-headquarters-white-elephant/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2022/04/26/no-evidence-sustained-hit-uk-exports-eu-since-brexit-trade-deal/?li_source=LI&li_medium=liftigniter-onward-journey
https://www.facebook.com/TELEGRAPH.CO.UK/
https://www.instagram.com/telegraph/
https://twitter.com/@Telegraph
https://www.snapchat.com/discover/The_Telegraph/8148798159
https://www.linkedin.com/company/9053/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPgLNge0xqQHWM5B5EFH9Cg
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/


26/04/2022, 10)05Onshore eyesores that come with offshore wind farms to be shrunk

Page 9 of 9https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/2022/04/25/onshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk/

© Telegraph Media Group Limited 2022

Contact us About us

Telegraph Extra Reader Prints

Branded Content Syndication and Commissioning

Guidelines Privacy

Terms and Conditions Advertising Terms

Fantasy Sport UK Voucher Codes

Betting Offers Modern Slavery

Tax Strategy Broadband and Mobile Deals

Manage Cookies

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/contact-us/
https://corporate.telegraph.co.uk/
https://extra.telegraph.co.uk/
https://telegraph.newsprints.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/branded-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/syndication/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/editorial-and-commercial-guidelines/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/privacy-and-cookie-policy/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/advertising-terms-and-conditions/
https://fantasyfootball.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/vouchercodes
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/betting/free-bets/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/modern-slavery-statement/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/about-us/press-acquisitions-limited-tax-strategy-financial-year-2021/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/compare
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/environment/2022/04/25/onshore-eyesores-come-offshore-wind-farms-shrunk/#

